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Attachment I

STATEMENT OF WORK

Blue TVater Navy Vietnam Ve,terans and Agent Orange Exposure

A. GENERAL INFORMATION

L Titlegf Piôjêct; BIue Water Naqy,Viêtnam Veterans afid Agent Orange Exposure

2; :Söooe of Work: The scope of.this'prqieêf on this:sigrrificarit military'and.Veteran'heâ1th issue.will addres*

-

exposure of Blue WaterNav.y'Vêterans to herbiai¿lei used.in the Viëttiàm lVar.

Specifieally, a new indépendent IOM comrnittee will be,establishéd. þyaluateipoteúfial Þxposure ôf Bli¡e W;aiei
,liayy s.taff looated on board ships offshore fróm Vietnam lo hsrbicides,usêd duiing ttre Vieham War.

Ths commiüee will determí¡te, ifposbible, comparative rislqs for lorÍg+erin:heâlth outcomes compæingVietnanr
Véterans ground trobpS; Blue tüater Navy'stâff, aÍtd ilthei r¡èrá" Vetenins.who servþd inthìS period at othei
locations:

The now IOM committee will also. focr¡s,ou poSsible,routeS:.ofheibicide exposure to Blue Water Nav¡r; Affected
Veter.àns'have expressed.cóncérns about possible exþosurervia aii(iri drifringspray bomägftom on-shore
spraying), tom diinkinq w¿ter,o¡ fromfüóil. The IOM ob¡mittee will éxamine,eaôh of thesé potontial exposure
,routes,

To achievEthëse objectives, the tOMwill convene andcharge acommittee of iidependontscientists, heatrth'care
professionals and:medical experts,with tlreibackg¡ounds eppropriato tofiíS military.and Vcferan health js"s.ue.

The IOM committee.will be madê'up of approximately l5,uembers, whö tvill have êxpertise b toxicoloryo
environment¿l and occupatiòÌial heâlth, exþosure æsessment cxposure.Eodeling elinical nedici¡g a¡d
epidemiology'

Other disciplines may be represented æ determi¡ed to be appropriate and necessary by the IOM committee,'with tl¡e
purpose of as$isting the commiÉep,in undèrst?urding potential exposur€ of Blue WâtûNavy,staffto herbic¡des $ed
duringrh€ Víebtam War.

Their èvaluatioh will be çonducted ove¡ an l8-month perio{ with appro.ximaæly fiVe eommittee,meeting$ to
eïaluatetherejevantissuës. -JOMcqûunitteesffiwi[b,ecliargçdw¡tn*gatherí¡girelevanf andge€essåry,daaAoIq
V¿ and ÐoÞ¡ as.requÍred.

Finally, the IOM committee,will havç at ons ormore publio nigetings with advanced notice to invitç stakehqldprs
and cg4cemed memtêrlloffhe public 1o give input to the,Epmmittee\ delibpralii¡n-q,

3, Backeround: "BlueVdaterNâvytrVête,rangwhoieryedduri4gthgVietnamVf,aronshipsoffshpre,fomVietram
have loug¡naintained:they shsufd.have accq$ tg tbe:same special VA programs an{ polìcíes'availablq to Vjetraq¡
\ryar Vete¡-¿!s- who sgrved on thq ground in Viêtnam. This incJudes- accest'to sl4tutorjly ilefïned presumptlvely
service connecled healtl conditions related to Viehratn herbici¿ie exposurê: VA bæ maintaíned that'special
eJigibilities apply only to those,:V€terãri$ who.servc.d on the ground in the.ÇountV. of Vietna.m, based iu¡a¡t ontl¡ejf
rqladveþ muoh higher herbiicide exposurçs, A recenl Federal appeals,co.urt dècision supportç{ fliiq po.sit¡o¡,
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Blue Wator Nijvy Vøeráns co-u¡iq¡ that'iliey were also exposed to herbicidps used in VÌetnam, by various rgutes,
inciuding ofF.shore he¡bicjde drift drinking contaminated wat€r, or gatitrg contaminated fosd. The sams,herbÍcides
used in Vietnam, along with their dioxin contaminant, wore also vçry widely, used domestically duringthis period
.throughout theiUnited Stàtes. Ilis not clear if Blue Water NavJ herbicide exposur€ wastmore similar to tl¡at
experienced by contempgraneous trooÞs not deployed to V,ieürarn (eig servingCONUE), orto themuchla¡ger
:€xposuics expêrienôed by hoops srirving on the gfound in Vieham,

Estimates are thar fhero.may be as many as 800,000 Blue Water Navy Veterans; This group hæ'been intensely
lobbying and seekinglegal redress ûom VA and Congræs about ihis,issue'for decades. The recent Fcdgrat.4ppeals
court decisiòn wilt almost certainly not end this debate, and Congress may weÍglr in witb p-ossible legisia¡iveãøiopq.
Similarly, VA wilt likely remain under intpnse prossure to recogrize.that Bl.ue,Water Navy Veteraas were exposed
to berbicìdes víà food vater and air exposur€ routi?s.

Disçussions.among staff'from Vá's Offrce of General Coungel, Office of Public Health and F'¡vironmental Hazards
(OPHEH), andthe National Academy of $ciences Instítute of Medicine (fOM) suggest that to,better understand
potential herbiôide health'effeots.ainong BlueWaterÑavy Veterans¡ VA could request an IOM committeeio review
herbicide-exposur€ of Blue Watér'Nâvy Vetereins,

Specífically, the IOM would bÞ asked to èvaluate:

. Historiaal baekground of tlie Vietnam Vy'ar cornparing Blue Wâter Navy, "boots on,g¡ouud" combat troops;
and Brown Water Naly (includes inland waters)

' Exposure levels amongBlue WaterNavyrelative to.ground troops in Vietnam or otber contenpoianeous
ground troops deployed qlsewhere ('era" Veterarts).

. Comparative exposures for Eoops on ihe ground aud trooBs aboard shþs in üre context of all possible
routes of exposurc, includingherlicideÍoverspray-," and cpnsumptiôn of conhminafed wáïer and foöd,

. A wide rangi Õf potêntidl herbiciilc,anô dioxin exposure meohanismsincluding potontial ioncenüating
toxics in drinking water; aír exposure possibþ fiom drift from spraying; foodl soil; rkin; etc.

. Còmþarative risks,for long"tsnn health outcomes domparing Vietnam Vêteran ground toops, Blue Water
Navy Veterans,.ând otìer ¿'Era" Vëterans servìng durihg the Viëtram War.at other loo{ifisns (assuming
relative herbicide,anit diôxin expoSures,can.be æsessed). This would be bæed on previous IOM ÍVeterans

and Agent Orange" stucly òonolusioñs on long-tefir heahh outComes fiom herbiüde oxposwè.
. Finally:,,thed0M would'review ëxisting,btudics of BIue WaterNavy Voierans for repórtedhealth outoomes,

VA.and pofeñüally afiþcted VeÍerans and their familiês will bê, well served in the long nm by haVing an
authöritative evaluation ofthÍs "Alent Orange" Vétéran health issue willhelp VA respond to relâted inquírìes, plan
for health caré for affected Veterdns, and eduoate VA providers on thisissue.

Current scheduling of congressionally mandáted IOM studies would allow fi¡nding a new "BIuÞ Water Na4d' study.
with existingfunds ín OPI{E}Ì.

C0NTRÀCT ÄWARÐ MEETn{G

The conkactor shall noJ opmmenç.p performance oü the tasks in tlris S.OW until the CO has co¡ducted a-kick off
meç{ing,or, haq adviscd the contactor î}at ¿ kiek off meeling is. waived.,

SPECII'IC MAhIDATORY TASKS Al..[D ASSOCIATED DELIVERABLES

TäsIr l:
Ait IOM corimittee will cohsider whether the Vietnam VeTeraüs ih'tÏêrBli¡e Wâter Naly experienced a coinparable
range of exposures to herbicides aild theä cont¿mina¡ìts (focus öir dioxin).æ The brown water Naly Vietnam
Vêteians and thobe on the ground in Vietnam.


